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The following air activity was observed at Merseburz airfield be teen 
20 June and 2 July 19523 


20 Jung, Between 9 a.m, and 6 Pome, there was formation flyin; in elements 
of two and formations of about 5 planes. 


2l Ame, Flying was practiced throu 


5X1 


ee June. No air activity was observed. 


Fat conan i ab 


a3 June, Between 10 a.m, and 6 P.M, flights were made above the cloud bage, 
fhe visibility was poor, and it wag raining, 


2 duns, Flights were again made above the clouds, ‘There Was almost the same 


ee 


wether as on 23 June, 
25 June, No flying activity was observed. 


26 hme, Between noon and 5 polices individual local flichts wore made by 3 or 
WTSG=15e or type-298, . Individual planes flew above the cloud base, At 3 Polley 
23 (MG~15s or trpe-29a and 1 single-engine fighter were counted, Between 10230 
Pat. and 1:15 a.m, the next mom ing, night flying by two 'HG-15s wag ooserved 
for the first tire at the field, After the takeoff, the plenes beniked te the 
Left and then ap»rosched for lading. There was an interval of about 10 minutes 
between the Landinc and the next take-off, * Tao searchlights located on the 
east edge of the ramiay were in operation during night flying, They beamed 
their light. parallel to the Tumvay, so that the middle section of tho runway was 
darker than its edzes, Mo other runway lights or obstacle lights wore available. 
During the landings, the Pilots mvritched the janding lights on at a distance of 
about 2 km from the landing figid, shen the planes texiéd to the take-off point, 
the searchlights were switched off and only the position lights ware on. 
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27 June. Between 9 a.m. ard l p.m, there was Clying_activity. Indi- 


‘s 


yidual take-offs were uade. The sky was cloudless. 25X14 
somo of the pilots were trainad enough to begin night flying, while a 

new group of pilots practiced fiying during daytime, #* At 9 Dilley & 
truck with a mounted searchlight, about 1.5 meters in diameter, cane from 
the landing field and moved to a new radio installation with one mast, 
iotated in the eastern extension of the rumvay. During the day, the 
highting facilities on the prcand were Increased. A row cf seven red spol- 
Lichts, each about LO ea in diameter, wes erected between the radio uast 
and the east end of the rumway. Two spotlights of the same type, located 
on both sides of the west end of the rurmvay, were switched during night 
flying. They did not enit beams but radiated a red licht. we Ab 10:30 
Det., night flyine started by two 145~-15s and two single-eangina planes, 

No plane awitched its landing light on. The two searchlights at the east 
and of the rumvay andthe red spotlights east of the rumvay were in opera 
tLon during night flying. The lavce searchligit at the radio mast flashed 
up ond lighted the landing strip as secon as @ >lane approached the east 
oml of the rurvay at a distance of 2 or 3 lan. Tts licht was exbingwished 
after the landing. A wooden shed was erected north of the west end of the | 
womey. Lt was eceupied by soldiers. Tirht flying was discontinued about 
2 GeTMe . 

28 ume. at noon, a Yalell iace a local flicht. In twilight at 6 p.m, 


chat 


three Yak—lis practiced flying, The aireraft had only theiy position 
Lights on, but the lishting facilities cn the ground were not switched on. 
Hetveen 10 p.m. and 2 a.n., there was night flying in the same manner as 
on 27 June, but no MG-15s were involved, # 


29 dune, Between 1] a.m. aml 1 p.m, two MiC-15s made local flights in 
clouciess weather, At 3 p.m, three Yak-lls were again ebserved flying. 
From 10 p.n., night flying was practiced as on 27 duma, Air activity 


still continuss at midnight. 


30 June. Between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m, individual teke-offs were nade by 
MaiG-i5s. At 8:30 pom., two \HG-15s larced at the field econing fron the 
esst. Batween 8:30 o.m, am 1 a.n., nicht flying was practiced by Yak~lls.# 
A duly, Between $ a.m. are 6 pom. 


mcaesctonpene vate 


there was flyins: by individual Mac-15s 
25X1 or UyperZ9s. One typs-29 aoomed to an altitude of 25X14 
: abmrt 4,000 neters, flew over the fiald fron west to east, throttled dom 

ite emzine, shipped to the left driving at an angle of about 70 degrees 

toviard a target on the east edce of the landing field. At an altitude. of 

500 veters, the plane pulled out of dive, zoomed ani repeated the same dive. 

The planc repeated this maneuver 10 to 15 times before ib landed, Then 

ib took of f another fdime and prachiced diving in the sane manner, Between 

{opom., aml 3 a.m, three Yat-lis practiced nicht flying. + 


2 July. Betwoen 6 aom, and 6 pom, fave individual take~offs were made by 
“G--l5s in good weather, 't 1] a.m.. tro WG-ISs took of f from the field, 
Their landing: were not observed . A Yakell practiced flying between 6 a.m. 
and midnicht., * 


2. Five low brick biiidings were being erected im about the middie of the 
northern edge of the Landin: field. On 1 duly, arod antenna  25X1 
on top of one brick building and erother antenna red about C meters high and 
braced by threes zuy wires an ancther brick building. On 27 June, =] 25X1 
ann PKVNS DP station wag renovad anc replaced by a Tow fre~ 
guency landing beacon. The radio truck proviously observed near the DF 
atation was also removed, About 3 meters north of the low frequency landing 
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do 1 July, only 15 tents were counted at the field. Pevaiments 
were observed jn the AA gun emplacement at the east edge of the 
«Lele, Barrels, probably of 37=mm guns, were observed behird four 
revetaents. Hevetrents but no guns were observed in the two other 
‘4 emplacements in the southeastern corner and on the southern edge 
of the field. 


\, The red cepotlights in the eastern extension of the runway were 
fitted or wooden poles about 2.5 meters high. The four spotlichts 
a the west end of the runway were fitted low above the ground. 
They radiated their lights upward at an angle of about 30 decrees,%i 


5, After 27 June 9 the spur tract: could no longer be used because of 


construction worl: outside the field, Therefore, no railread tank 
cars coulc be shunted to the field, 


25X1° 


25X1 Col 7. Between 77 June md & July, there was intensive day and night flying 
at the Sield, fhe soldiers observed at the field wore black-bordered 
blue; bleck-bordered Dlack,' and red-bordered bilack: epauists. About 


30 (HG-1Ss were obsery 4 
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5X4 *C 1] Conrent, It was observed that the other fighter reginents of 
the ‘venty-l'ourth Air Arny which were newly organized in the fall 
ef 1951 nade the first night flights as early as Nay 1952, From the 
present report it avoears that the reginent in Verseburg reachal the 
atatus of the other reciments only in late June 1952. This can be 
explained by the fact that the reginent in “erseburc started training 
some weeks later than the other newly orcanized rezinents of the 
divisions in Finew and Grossenhain. From the observation that, after 
26 June, nicht flying was no loncer practiced oy idGelSs burt by Yakelis 
it is aseancd that the crews of the iidelSs have not yet procressed in 
twaining tc such a cegree te verfern snooth night flichts. 
25X1 vs TL] Courent.. The assumption [sdthat only sone crews were 25X1 
suitable for night flyin; while the other crews are still in the primany 
stage of troinins apvears erodible. Those data indicate that training 
on reciuental level will nct be ca pleted bofore the late fall of 1982, 
io: .t. The sane lichting facilities on the ground wore: 


25X1 eters 


at othor airfields, .The erection of these installations indi- 
cates that night flyin: is scheduled to be perforned regularly in the 
Tubies. 
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